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" for advice,

ARRIVAL OF THE
CALEDONIA.
LovisviLLg, Jam. 5.

The Caledonia has arrived at Boston,
bringing dates from Liverpool to the 18th
December. & )

The: British Parliament had been oceu- |

pied principally, since the opening of the
session with the affairs of Ireland.

Within the last fortnight the British [s-
Jands bad been visited with a successizn
of ssemendous 8, causing the wost ap-
palling loss of life and property along the
coast,

The affairs of Spain were in a tolerably
tranquil state, although the Carlists con-
tipued their agitations. In the Cortes a
fierce attack had been made upon the Ad.
ministration. :

From France there is no intelligence of
importance. The health of Louis Phillippe
was very feeble,

The Agrarian disturbances in Ireland
had some what subsided. Father Mathew,
it is apnounced, will proceed to America
in the New World steamer, early in April
next,

Lovisviiie, Jan. 5, 9 P M.

In consequence of the telegraph between
Philadelphia and Pittsburg being engaged

JOLIET SIGNAL.

is & -gront unanimity of opinion; smongst

the whole uf T'uesday, in the transmission
of the message of the Governor of Penn- |
sylvania to the Legislature, the foreign

mews and congressional intelligence was

held back for some hours. The Legisla-

ture was organized on ‘Tuesday, and Mr.

Packard, Demoerat, was electes Speaker

-of the House.

The weather is clear and turning much
cooler this evening. The Ohio is still
rising, wilth twelve feet water on the Falls.

Hon. Andrew Kennedy died at Indian-
apolis on Friday, of the small pox. No
new cases had occurred. The Eastern
failed again this morning, and also the
St, Louis mail, which is two or three days

behind,

Bur Mexican Poliry.
From the New York Eve. Past,

Now, in this contest it appears to us
very clear that the incompetency and utter
inability of Mexico to maintain an inde-
pendent existence—a decent existence as
an independent power--have been made
most nanifestly apparent. Her leaders
have showp the most arrant ignorance of
the strength and character of this country
as well as their own, and the most dis-
graceful incapacity in the management of
the contest, in every view both civil and
military. Afier spending the last twenty
years in one protracted civil war, they
appear at the end of it utterly unable to
make a decent show of furcible resistance
to a foreign foe, and their whole conduct
of the contest has been marked by the ex-
tremest feebleness, cowardice, and stupid-
ity—so great, indeed, that were it not for
the enormous disparity of nummbers, aund
the total rawness of the larger part of our
forces, the Mexican laurels would not be
worth wearing by a people who have van.
quished Britons in equal fight. * * *

Now we ask whether any man can
coolly contemplate the idea of recalling
our troops {rom the territory we at pres.
ent occupy—I{rom Mexico—from SanJuan
de Ulloa—from Monterey—from Puebla
—and thus. by one stroke of a Secretary’s
pen, reconsign this beautiful country to the
custody of the ignorant cowards and prof-
ligate ruffians who have ruled for the last
tweaty-five years? Why, humanily eries
out againstit. Civilization, Christianity,
protests against this reflux of the tide of
barbariem and anarchy.

How we are to mainlain our control
over the country—on what terms, under
what contingencies—is a matter of detail,
and subject to future events ; but we do
not believe there lives the American, with
a true understauding of his country’s in-
terests and duties, who, if ke had the pow.
er, would deliberately surrender Mexico
to the uncontrolled dominion of the mon-
grel barbarians who, for a quarter of a
century, have degraded and oppressed her.

It is wholly immaterial, in this point of
view, to hunt up the origin of the war—
how it commenced, or through whose
fault.  The contest is begnn—it is indeed
substantiaily over ; the money has been
spent, the precious lives lost; and the
question now is, whether the world, hu-
manity, civilization, Christianity, shall
profit by the sacrifices we have made ; or
whether we shall deliberately re-surren-
der the country to the half~bred, murder.
ous braves who call themselves officers,
& who live by cutting each other’s throats,
and by plundering the peaceful, mild, and
inoffensive population.

v “No party in this country contemplates
the dismemberment of Mexico proper, or
the annesation of any portion of her pop-
ulation to our own. It would be a disas-
trous event for the whole confederacy.-—
But we owe it as a duty to ourselves and
the general cause of freedom to keep our
flag fiying at San Juun de Ulloa, and in
the city of Mexico, till the progress of
tme, and the silent effect of our presence
our customs, our husy commerce, our ac-
tive intelligenca, our press, shall have
breathed a new life into this unfortunate
country, and, we have some security that
she will not be a curse to herself and to
her neighhors.”
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Prus I1X.—His personal appearance is
extremely benignant, acd he is said to
upite with a perfect telf.command an in-
domitable resclution and’perseverance,
He is entirely absolute in his authority ;
but he recently summoned his cardinals
On taking a ballot by balls,
olaced in a box, it was {ound that the black
balls which negatived his proposition,very
much exceeded the white. He wears a
small white cap ; and it is said, that hav.
ing put all the black balls together, he
gook his cap and plaged it over (hem, say-

g at the same time to his surprised car-
dinals, that now the balls were all white;
and, thanking them for their adrice, dis-

.
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) ME‘“&? State/Convention.
We are gratified to witness that there

:

tb% democratic papers of this State, in re.
gard to the propriety of holding a deme.
cratic State Convention to nominate can.-
didates for the offices to be filled at our
next State election under the new consti-
tution which donbtless will be adopted by
the peaple atthe election to be held for that
purpose in March next. 'The only proper
way to bring candidates before the people
with any probability of electing them, and
maintaining our ascendency in this State,
is by a State convention. Itis idle to
talk of any other way, if success is our
objeet. It is only by such-a eonvention
that the rights, interests and claims of the
different portions of the State can be con-
sidered, and the ascendency of renublican
principles maintained. If we desire to
witness concert of action amongat the
democracy of lllinois, we must look to the
decisions of a convention to accomplish so
propitious a result,

Judging from the expressions of opinion
which have been made, our democratic
brethren throughout the State are in favor
of a convention to nominate candidates to
be supported by them, at the next August
election. Should its deliberations be gov-
erned by wisdom, our triumph will be
certain. An adherence to regular nomi.-
nations, has been the secret of our suc-
cess, and the strength of our party here.-
tofore. *“l/NION—OUR CHOICE THE NOM-
ixers,” should be our motto —one which
should be upheid and supported by every
one who desires the perpetuity of our re-
publican institutions, and the prosperity of
uur common country.

We are not tenacious about the place
of holding the convention, but think that
it is due to the northern portions of the
State, that it be held at Peoria. It wo’d
not be policy for it to be held before the
first of May next, as the result of the vote
on the new constitution:will be known by
that time throughout the- state, so that del-
egates canbe appointed accordingly.

The State Register and most of the
other democratic journals of the State,that
have expressed an opinion upon the sub-
ject, are in favor of choosing o'r delegates
to the National Convention, also, by the
State convention. We are aware that
there are many considerations in favor of
having our delegates in the National Con.
vention, act together, but we are some.
what inclined to believe that the manner
in which they were chosen in 1844 was
the correct way— that was by districts.
We see no reason why they cannot be
selected at the same time and in the same
manner the Electors will be—the will of
a majority ol the democracy could best be
attained thereby. The expenses of at-
tending the convention from the extreme
sections of the State, would be consider-
able ; consequently there would not be as
full attendance of delegates from such
portions, as there would be from the vi-
cinity where the convention might be held.
These, and other considerations, which
might be urged, impel us to the conclusion
that the voice of the entire party can best
be attained by choosing our delegates to
the National Conventiva as we did in the
last Presidential campaign.

’I;cﬂ“’higs and the War.

The whig members of Congress, or at
least that portion of them who are willing
to see their own country disgraced in the
eyes of other nations ; are introducing
resolution upon resolution, charging the
commencement of the war upon the Pres.
ident, and for the withdrawal of our armies
to the east bank of the Rio Grande. On
one vote which was taken for the with.
drawal of our forces, we find that forty-one
voted in favor of it, and that four of these
were whig chairmen of impertant commit.
tees.

It is truly humiliating to every patriot
and lover of his country, to witness these
attempts of the whigs to counteract the
efforts of the administration to bring the
war to an honorable cenclusion, and to
delay, if nut deleat, the army bill. Con-
gress, at the commencement of this war,
with but sixteen exceptions, iwo in the
Senate:and tourteen in the House, voted
for a bill, the preamble of which most em-
phatically declared that Mexico was res-
ponsible for the war, and that it existed by
her own &ct. This war which was'au.
thorized and supported by both parties in
Congress, at its.commencement, is now
denounced as the President’s war! 'The
blood which has been spilt by our brave
soldiers, who fought under this declaration
of Congsass, the injuries inflicted by Mex.
ico upon our goverament and citizens, are
forgotten by the whig partizans of the
present Congress when there is a
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own party to power. But cas any party
succeed by adopting such a course T They
hava already prolonged the war by cheer.
ing up the. opes of our enemies "! s lﬂé‘f

A

‘sympathizing with them & indueing them
to hald out tntil they get iuto power when

they are made to believe our treeps will
be withdrawn from their territory. Will
the freemen of this republie sustain a party
which is doing every thing to aid and en-
courage the enemy? Wil they be willing
to place the party at the helm of the gov-
ernmeat, who are opposed to maintaining
the rights and interests of their own coun-
try, and are laboring ii behall of our
treacherous enemies.

The indications which have already
been presented in Congress, we fervently
trust, are not indieative of the designs of
the whigs in the House of Representatives,
to withhold supplies and reinforcements
from our army. We hope there are enough
patriotic whigs in the House, who will
join with the democrats in protecting our
national honor and interests, to vote the
necessary supplies. Ifnot, if supplies are
withheld, a fearful retribution will await
the authors, from an injured people.

(<7~ It has been suggested that the cit-
izens of this place purchase a Bell for the
new Court House, the work on which is
progressing rapidly under the new con-
tractors. Wae trust that our citizens will
feel an interest in this matter, and will be
willing to contribute liberally to so neces.
sary an object. The town needs a Bell,
and so does the county, and it is but just
that the inhabitants of this place should
purchase it.

Mount Joliet Lodge of Free Masons, took
place in this village on Thursday evening
last. There were a large number in at.
tendance. An able and eloquent address
on the principles of masonry, was deliver.
ed by W. E. Liule, Esq., which was lis.
tened to with marked attention.

Gen, Snrevps.-—Theci.izens of Wash.
ington gave a dinner to Gen. Shie!ds and
Quitman, in that city, on the 29th ult,—
The Union states that it was one of the
most brilliant affairs ever witnessed at the
capital. The greatest enthusiasm has been
displayed by the people in every city and
town which this brave Illinoian has visit-
ed, since his arrival from the fields of his
gallant exploits,

Drowx~ep.—A skiff while crossing the
Illinois river, at Ottawa, on the 5th inst.,
with six men on board, sunk and three
were drowned ; the others escaped by
swimming to the shore.

Tue Fresmont TriAL.—This trial has
already occupied over forty days. ltis
estimated that it will cost the government

over $60,000. The result cannot be con-
jectured as yet.

(e We- are ﬁndar obligations to Hon.
Messrs. Breese, Douglass, Wentworth
and Smith for valuable public documents.

a new volume of this popular family Jour.
nal was issued on the first inst. It con.
tains the commencement of a new Amer.
ican Novel, from a popular pen, which
promises to be interesting. It is publish-
ed by Morris & Willis, N. Y.—price $2
per annum.

Sroax’s TaxyNiv Paste.—-We recom-
mend this article as one of the best adapt.
ed [or boote and shoes, and for rendering
leather pliable and water-proof, that has
yet been discovered. [ts beneficial effects
for the puiposes recommended, merits for
it an extensive sale. See advertisement
in another column.
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“AnoTHER Hasty PLATE oF Sovp”.—
Below we publish an order from Gen.
Scott which partakes largely of a “hasty
plate of soup.”” This order is intended to
reflect upon Generals Pillow, Worth, and
Col. Duncan, who have been arrested for
some statements made in reports publish
ed io this country, commendatory of the
services of Generals Pillow and Worth.-
Col. Duncan, however, exculpates Gen.
Worth from any participation ia the mat-
ter, or knowledge of the authorship of the
letter raferred to. The order is singular
enough, and shows the extreme sensi-
tiveness of our commander.in.chief in
matters of this kind.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE AnrMy,
Mexico, Nov. 12, 1847.

The attention of certain officers of this
Army is recalled to the foregoing Regula-
tion, which the General.in.Chief is re-
solved to enforee, so far as it may be ia
his power.

As yet, but two echoes from home of
the brilliant operations of our arms in this
basin have reached us; the first ina New
Orleauns, and the second through a Tam-
pico newspaper. '

It requires not a little charity to believe
that the principle beroes of the scandalons
letters alluded to did not write them, or
specially procure them to be ‘writtén, and
the intelligent can be at no loss in gon.

missed them.

of raising capital and of elevating their

jecturing the authors-—chiefs, plm

2
-
and pet

n faroi horror of the

service, the « ~-pruriency of fame,

not earned—eannet hlon?ed upen half
& dozen officers, (present,) all of whom,

itis believed, belong to the same two co-

teries. : S

_ Il:ﬂn credit my.pé.dultl'bt, be obtained

at home, by such de le self-puffings

-id'-mn]igunt'i'xi?g*::i?:or others ; butat.
the expense of the just esteem and consid-

eration of all honorable officers who love
their country, their profession, and the
truth of history.” The indignation of the
great number of the latter class canmot
fail, in the end, to bring down the conaeit-
ed and the envious to their proper level.

N

H. L. SCOTT, A. A. A. G.

For the Signal.

Nonsense, Mr. “Cognomen,” you have
mistaken your man. Now take back that
ungentlemanly insinuation ¢ Excellent
Christian Unele.” Such slurs, my dear
“Cog.” are very unkind, and ill becomes
a man of yourcloth. We are a'l aware
tbat you are “ignorant” of the Law, but
did not suppose you to be so perfectly “ig-
uorant of the acts of the present court,”
as you pretend. Nevertheless for your
benefit (as well as your concupiscent Edi-
tor with his “‘unlicked” &e..) please ex.
amine the Revised Statutes, page 485,
Sec. 23, and then ask some school boy to
divine the difference between five mills on
one dollar—and fifty cents on one hundred
dollars. Jaxe Urica.

Kankakee, Jan, 17. 1848,

From tﬁe- S-t. Lt-ru-l; ﬁeuille.
ARRIVAL OF THE STEAM SHIP
NEW ORLEANS.

Items of News from the Seat of War,

By the arrival of the steam ship New
Orleans, the Delta has received late files
of papers from Mexico, containing a few
items of interest.

Fifty-eight wagons arrived at Vera

A public Installation of the Officers of | Cruz, from Jalapa, on the 20th ult. Ninety

five men, under the command of Lieut.
Tiighman, were found sufficient to escort
them iu.

It is rumored that Gen. Marshall, who
is at Jalapa, will march on Orizaba, as
soon as he can get the necessary ammu-
nition, We give this as we heard it,as a
rumor.

Padre Jarauta, the know guerilla chief,
is now recruiting in that city.

There are about 2,000 men in Jalapa.

Col. Hughes, commandant at Jalapa,

grogshops, limiting the license to certain
hotels-~requiring the inhabitants to de
posit all arms in the arsenal, and seizing

Mexicans, and holding all Mexicans found
with such property responsible therefor.

Our officers are required to resort fre-
quently to the churches of the city, to see
that the people are not disturbed in their
worship ; they are also recommended to
testify all proper respect to the religious
ceremoniuls of the country, and by the
force of example convince the people that
they are the supporters of religion, human.
ity, and justice.

The Vera Cruz Free American, of the
23d ult., says: “Gen. Twiggs—the hero
of CerroGordo, and who has been in every
battle fought on this side of Mexico—en-
tered the city yesterday morning, and a
short time afier he arrived the usual salute
was fired.”

We learn from the Free American,that
Lt. Gordon, of the rifle regiment, was
shot, day before yesterday, near San Juan
del Rio. Although twice struck by the
enemy’s balls, he is in a fair way of re-

Hone Jovrnar.—The first number of covery.

Everything is quiet in the city. The
Star, of the 9th says: '

Taking everything into consideration,
barring the dullness of trade, we believe
the city of Mexico never experienced pal-
mier days than the present.

Tue Prospect or Peace.—The sec-
ond trein since the occupation of this cap-
ital by Gen. Scott leaves the city to-day
for Vera Cruz, with a strong and efficient
escort. Mr. Trist, the American Com-
missioner, returns home, the object of his
mission—that of negotiating an honorable
peace between the two Governments—
not having been accomplished.

The Congress at Queretaro is in a state
of great disorder—indeed, it is wholly un.
able to get a quorum. Something was
hoped for from the Council of Governors,
to whom the question of war or peace, so
far as Mexico is concerned, was specially
referred. They avowed themselves in
favor of peace, at the commeucement of
their session; but either from tear of Santa
Anna, or soine worse motive,they adjourn.
ed, a day or two since, referring the mat-
ter back to the Supreme Government.—
This is about tantamount to a determina-
tion to do nothing whatever. The new
President, Anaya, lacks energy and decis.
ion, and we fear nothing good is to be ex-

ected of him. =

The Delta, has gathered some further
intelligence in regard to affaires in Quere.
taro, from passengers by the Orleans. It
says:

yWe are told by several of the intelligent
gentlemen who have just arrived from
Mexico, that there is no doubt that the
Puros are decidedly favorable to the con.
tinued occupation of Mexico by the United
States, believing that such occupation will
secure to that party its darling objects—a
Federal and Republican system of Gov-
ernment—-and the overthrow ofthe Chureh
Monopoly. [t was this teeling and opin-
ion that indueed the retirement of the forty
Puros from the Congress at Queretaro,

The Counecil of Governors of States
which met at Queretaro was at last unan.-
imous in favor of remewing negotiations
‘with the United States, the Governor of
San Luis Potosi, who was at first strongly
in favor of continuing hestilities, having
at last surrendered his opinion to the ma-
Jority.
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has issued orders forbidding gambling and | ple and the state.

proposed by Mr. Trist, would be accepta-

L hat it wouid be QMQ

ki
and o | by Saulé Anna op
other chiefs, and by the mass of

le. [« B B
J The _Hné,_}lejy Clay’s speec
the war has been widely circulal
| Mexico. . It has been received by the
Mexicans with great mahitestations of

pleasure. ’
On the 17th inet., Gen. Lane, with a

place named Matamoros, whipped them,

have to regret the loss of Lieut. Ridgely,

By command of Maj. Gen. Scorr: { of the artillery, and Ass’t Adj't Gen. to

Gen. Lane. '

Gens. Patterson and Cushing, with be.
tween two and three thousand men, arri.
ved at the city of Mexico on the 9th and
10th ults.

From the State Register.
The Canal.

The hireling press in the inierest of the
foreign trustees, the chief engineers, his
satellites and lickspittles, who live upon

defend the rotten corruption of their mas-
ters and owners. Of them nothing better
was to be expected, but we regret to see
the Journal of this city lending itself to
the viudication of'a set of men who have
robbed the state, wronged the stockhold-
ers, retarded the completion of the canal,
deprived our citizens of an avenue to
market, and the public treasure of its rev.
enue. = When the Journal first alluded to
the subject we hoped that an examination
of the evidence which was within its reach
would work a change of opinion,and thata
retraction would follow; but we fear that
the editors had rather be governed by the
misrepresentation of interested men than
take the trouble to investigate the matter
for themselves. We are ceriain that if
they were to look into it they would be-
come convinced of their error.

We have, in former numbers, called
public attention tothe abuses which bave
heen coming to light for several months
past, and we rejoice to find that several
papers along the canal lite have taken up
the subject. Fortwoor three weeks we
have been awaiting the denouement of
further investigations, which are now
making, the result of which we shall soon
be able wo lay before our readers. The
subject is one which bas no relation what.
ever to pariies or politics. It is one in.
volving the pecuniary interest of our peo.
It affects the haonor of
both, and the state credit espacially.” The
early completion of the canal and the re.
demption of state credit, by begining to

all American property in the hands of | pay our public debt 1s a subject which

lays near the heart of every true Illinoian.
‘There is Lut one party upon this subject,
aad the party comprises almost every
voter in the state. There is no division.
All agree that thedept must be paid as
fast as our resources and energies will
permit. It matters not to what political
party the individuals implicated in these
abuses belong. Whether democratsor
whigs, they deserve to be held up to the
public indignation, and any press that
will prostitute its columns to their defence
merely because they belong to the same
party with itself, is particeps criminis and
more guilty than the parties accused,

We have in former numbers exposed
the neglect of Messrs. Leavitt and Swift
(the trustees ofthe bordholders)in regard
to the great work committed to their
management, ‘Che former resides in
Washington and the other in New York,
and neither visits the line for the purpose
of directing operations,though each claims
for his services the sum of $5,000 per
annum. They did, indeed, visit Chicago
last summer, not however for the purpose
of expediting the work,which their agents
had retarded for the purpose of prolonging
their term of service and enabling them-
selves and their retainer to carry out
their scheems of speculation, but to white-
wash Mr. Gooding, the chief engineer,
against whom the state trustee had enter-
ed complaints to the board in New York.
During their few days stay in the state
they were not known to have devoted
more than oue day to an examination of
the line, and as to the investigation of the
charges against Mr. Gooding, about
which so much has been said, they did
not give the state trustee an opportunity
to collect his testimony, but proceeded
summarily to an ezparie trial, which, of
course, resulted in the exculpation of their
agent and pet—the chief engineer. Upon
this acquittal their friends contend that
the publie should be satisfiedof the falsity
of the state trustee’s charges. Notwith-
standing this assumption public inquiry
has not been stifled, nor the inigunitous
conduct of the canal functionaries syffered
to remain subrosa. - A portion of it has
been brought into the light of day, and
ere many weeks elapse further develop.
ments will expose the most heartless op.
pression and the most infamous corrup.-
tion ever heard of in Illinois,

The eourse pursued by the chief engi.
neer was not unexpected by these who
were acquainted with the man at the time
of his appointment. His conduet when
in office under the old internal improve.
rent system outraged the public mind, as
the achieves of the state fully show. 8o
aggravated were the abuses complained
of that between fourteen hundred and
fiteen hundred individuals, conversant
with his conduct, brought them to the no.
tice of the legislature in the form ofa
petition for reform. When his name was
suggested for the office of ingineer under
the new establishment, many of the bond.
holders profested against his appointment,
but the board, maugre their pledges, gave
him the place.

Since his sppointment under the pres-
ent regime he has been guilty of prevent-
ing completion at the. lettings,

————

lative. He has done this by notifying

and delivered several prisoners. We|ga

the crumbs dispensed by his hand, still |4
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that he should require ‘materialv whielr

‘guw and sedate portion of | ceuld be ebtained only at ‘a distance of
- t .

n‘:Fhqud miles from the work,
in fact he intended, in case his
hemes of favoritism should succeed, tor

E,t rials that could be got within

Sfleen or twenty miles of the canal. He

 has also overruled, for the benefit of these

same relatives, the orders of his assistane
engineers, requiring the work to be dons"
in a substantial - msoner, c;pnl_xlem E-
sisting the action of the frost - °

detachment, fought the Mexicans, at a{breaking up of ice, and in conse

uence of
these special favors the work em
ve way. Now it may be said that the

engineer really believed the work was

strong enough; if ' so, it preves that He

knew less about the business thad his:

assistant, The same anxiety to take care

of individual contractors was menifested
in his retusal to agree to an jincrease of:
the wages of the laborers (on the summit

divison we believe)when they struck !qr)
a slight advance. He p'refq!téﬂ‘}l}ﬁ.l‘

that the work should stop than add twelve

and a half cents a day to each laberer’s

pays - Some of the contractors proposed

to give-it, but he was afraid it would in.

jure others, and he would not permit it.
He lost nothing by it. It prolonged his-
term of service and put more money in his

purse. What was it to him whether the
canal wag ever finished! He has also

been in the habit of borrowing money 'of”
the contractors. In the state of New York,

and we believe in other states, this ‘prac-

tice, when detected, invariably subjects,
the engineer to immediate removal from
office. No matter how spotless his car-
acter may be, this act alone is counsidered
good ground of removal, and it cannot be
averted by proof that no act of favorité~
ism has grown out of this relationship
between the engineer and contractor, In
the case of vur engineer there is evidence
that be has been influenced by his rela.
tionship, and that contractors have been
induced to lend him mouey to secure offi-
cial favors, All these acts appertain ex-
clusively to the engineer, as engineer,
and not to his office of agent of the foreigm
trustees, who have impowered him to act
for them. Should we sce proper to go
into his acts as agent, we coulda few
items unfold which would not compare
unfavorably with Lis adminisiration as
engineer. We will, however, give him
the benefit of the plea of want of indepen-
dence, and pass on 1o look iato the char-
acter of the man,whose pet he is—Mr.
Leavitt--who seemed to think that he
himself was on trial when the conduct of
Mr. Gooding was undergoing the ex parte
investigation to which we have alluded.

(The Register here enters into an ex-
anination of the character of Mr., Leavitt,
and states that he has *‘manifested much
zeal in behalf of Illincis, but more in he-
balf of himself,” and exposes his fruitless
attempt to bribe two senators of the Leg-
islature which passed the canal loan_bill,
knowing that Lis pockets would be “seri.
ously compromised™ by its failure.)

In conclution, we will say in reply to
the charge made hy Goodings’ newspa.
pere, that the quarrel between him and
Oakely is a personal one, is false. Every
body at Chicago knows that neither Mr.
Gooding nor any of his subs would give
Mir. Oakely any information in relationte
canal matters. Mr. Oakely entered upon
the duties of his office comparatively ig~
norent of matters connected with it, and it
was hia right to have access to all the
books and papers, and it was the duty of
the sub.officials to exhibit them, together
with such verbal inforination as would
aflord him a thorough knowledge of the
situation of canal matters. The Journal
of this city attempts to make it appear thas
Mr. Oakely is not very smart. No wan-
der that he is regarded as dull when he is

in his own office surrounded by such vio~
lent enemies.

Another Steambont Disaster—Tremendous
Explosion,

By the officers of the steamer Declar.
ation,we learn that the steamer Sea Bird,
lying at Cape Girardeau, lower landing.
caught fire about one ¢’clock on Thursday
morning, Jan. 6th, and was entirely des-
troyed, by the explosion of twelve hund-
red kegs of powder in the hold. The
report was terrific, and the concussion so
great as to cause extensive damage to the
buildings in the town. The College was
seriously damaged, by the destruction of
windows, ceiling, and portieo, to the am-
ount of several hundred dollars. A part
of the beiler was blown across the river,
and the anchor entirely over and beyond
the College. The Sea Bird was bound
from New Orleans to St. Louis, ard so
heavily laden asto be unable to come
over the bars between here and the Cape.
She had. droppeddown to the lower
end of the town, where she had been ly~
ing for two or three days.

We are happy to state that no person
was ipjured.  As soon as the fire was
discovered,the alarm was given that there
was powder on beard, and every inhab-
itant, old and yeung, fled irom the town
and escaped injury. The jar was dstinet-
ly felt at Cairo.We did not learn how the
fire originated, or anything relative to in<
surance of boat or eargo,—St. Louis Union,

The steamer Planter burst her boilers
at Jones’ Ferry, Twelve Mile Island, on
the Mississippi, en the 5th inst. The
result was the death of five persons, and
the injury ofa number.

- The steamer Beardsiown came in eol-
lision with another boat opposite Portzge
des Sioux, on lhﬂ‘u-il;_iﬁlippi on the 5th

and sunk.

GALENA AND CHicAco RAILROAD.—

Proposals, for furnishing timber for this
road were passed upon by the Board of

Directors at a recent meeting. ' Contracts

in order to | to furnish: twenty<five miles of the line
secure the jobs at high rates for his re- | were eutered iuto. The balamee——suili-
! cient to furnish the line to Fn.Ri'lI""m :
It is believed that a peace, on the basis ! those whom he supposed would be bidders ' be gnrts--—- 1 Sum ixshm an=inm e R Fhoce




